The Tragedy of Macbeth 
By William Shakespeare

Macbeth is a study of humanity’s potential for evil.  Further, it illustrates the concept of the duality of man. 

Keep in mind that Macbeth is genuinely good; he is originally worthy of our praise. 

Goodness in Macbeth cries out at every turn (look at the soliloquies), but THREE things combine to crush his opportunity to do “the right thing”:
1. Macbeth’s own worldly ambition. 
2. The influence of Lady Macbeth
3. The instigation of a supernatural power. 

By the end of the play, Macbeth has collapsed under the all the above forces of evil, and therefore isolates himself from society. 

Evil exists in two aspects: 
1. Natural 
2. Supernatural 

Natural evil is brought on by humans: Macbeth and Lady Macbeth
Supernatural evil is bought on by: Black magic, omens, and, of course, The Witches. 

The ironic aspect of the play is Macbeth knows repeatedly that what he does is wrong, but does it anyway. 

As is common in literature, important things happen in “3’s”
1. The three witches
2. The three murderers
3. The alarm bell rings at three
4. The three apparitions, who tell Macbeth the only way he will be conquered:
a. Warns Macbeth against Macduff
b. No man born of woman can harm him
c. He will only be conquered if the forest of Birnam Wood marches to Dunsinane Hill. 
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