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Literary Terms:

1. Simile

2. Personification

3. Motif

4. Irony

5. Foreshadowing

6. Plot

7. Aside

8. Soliloquy

9. Conflict

10. Symbolism

11. Tragic hero 

Vocabulary for Act I:

1.  Heath

2. Villainy

3. Brandish

4. Valiant

5. Direful

6. Vantage

7. Furbish

8. Bark

9. Prophetic

10. Wrought

11. Repentance

12. Recompense

13. Plenteous

14. Harbinger

15. Commendation

16. Chastise

17. Impede

18. Battlement

19. Jutty

20. Frieze

21. Buttress

22. Dignity

23. Grace

24. Trammel

25. Shoal

26. Adage

ACT I: 

1. How are Duncan and Macbeth related?

2. What title does Duncan decide to award Macbeth?

3. With what three titles do the witches greet Macbeth?

4. Who does Duncan name as his successor?

5. What quality in her husband does Lady Macbeth see as a liability?

6. What are Lady Macbeth’s plans for Duncan’s murder?

7. The opening scene establishes an atmosphere of foreboding.  What does the riddle “fair is foul, and foul is fair” hint about coming events?

8. During scene 3, what prophesies do the witches make for Macbeth and Banquo?

9. When Macbeth enters in scene 3, why does he say “So foul and fair a day I have not seen?”

10. Before Macbeth returns home, what indications are there that he already has some evil purpose in mind?

11. When Lady Macbeth reads Macbeth’s letter in Scene 5, her reactions to the letter show that she is eager for her husband to be king.  What are her criticisms of Macbeth?

12. How do Lady Macbeth’s speeches characterize her?   

13. How does Lady Macbeth greet her guests in Scene 6?

14. With “double trust”, Duncan comes to Macbeth’s house.  Name three relationships that bind Duncan and Macbeth.

15. In Scene 7, Macbeth is on the verge of giving up his plan to murder Duncan.  How does Lady Macbeth encourage him?

16. Explain Lady Macbeth and Macbeth’s plan to murder Duncan.

Vocabulary for Act II

1.  Largess

2. Augment

3. Quench

4. Surfeit

5. Appall

6. Multitudinous

7. Sacrilegious

8. Anoint

9. Counterfeit

10. Scruple

11. Treasonous

12. Predominance

13. Minion

14. Sovereignty

15. Predecessor

Questions for ACT II: 

1. What is the name of Banquo’s son?

2. Name one of the three different ways in which Macbeth sees the dagger.

3. What does Macbeth forget to leave behind when leaving Duncan’s chamber?

4. Who seems the stronger character at the end of Scene 2 – Macbeth or Lady Macbeth?

5. What happens to the sleeping grooms?

6. Where does the porter imagine that he is?

7. Name two of the strange events that the characters see as evil omens.

8. Who first discovers Duncan’s murder?

9. What crimes does Macbeth publicly confess?

10. Where do Malcolm and Donalbain say they will go?  Why?

11. At the beginning of this Act, how does Banquo show that is already on guard and fears for his life?

12. What sign do you see that, even before the murder, Macbeth is losing touch with reality?

13. In Scene 2, why is Macbeth still in possession of the murder weapons?

14. What happens to the daggers?

15. Both Macbeth and Lady Macbeth comment on the stains of Duncan’s blood.  Compare their reactions.

16. In Scene 3, Lennox tells Macbeth of several strange events that indicate trouble. What are they?

17. Why does Macbeth kill Duncan’s grooms?

18. In Scene 4, Ross and an Old Man talk of an outbreak of unnatural events that forebode ill.  What are these events?

19. Describe the moments that led up to Duncan’s murder in Scene 2.

Vocabulary for ACT III:  
1.  Posterity

2. Verity

3. Oracle

4. Indissoluble

5. Council

6. Bestow

7. Parricide

8. Dauntless

9. Chid

10. Rancor

11. Bounteous

12. Grapple

13. Liege

14. Incense

15. Sundry

16. Malice

17. Levy

18. Jocund

19. Cloister

20. Impostor

21. Infirmity

22. Homage 
Questions for Act III 

1. When Act Three opens, what is Banquo thinking about?

2. Macbeth says that he fears no one but Banquo.  Why does Macbeth fear Banquo?

3. In Scene 2, both Macbeth and Lady Macbeth voice regret for their actions.  How are their thoughts similar? 

4. Why does Macbeth want to kill Banquo’s son, Fleance?  What happens to Fleance in Scene 3?

5. In Scene 4, what further indications do you see that Macbeth has lost his sense of reality?

6. Name one example of dramatic irony during Macbeth’s banquet remarks about Banquo.

7. Why is Hecate angry in Scene 5?

8. What is Malcolm, Duncan’s son, doing in England?

9. Macduff has gone to England. Why?

10. Explain what Macbeth means when he says in Scene 4 that “for mine own good/ all causes shall give way.”  How is this statement echoed in Hecate’s speech in Scene 5?
Vocabulary for ACT IV:

1. Entrails

2. Deft

3. Vanquish

4. Pernicious

5. Firstling

6. Diminutive

7. Judicious

8. Laudable

9. Resound

10. Perchance

11. Cistern

12. Intemperance

13. Avarice

14. Blaspheme

15. Scruple

16. Abjure

17. Covet

18. Ulcerous

19. Benediction

20. Dire 

Questions  for ACT IV:. 
1. Who is the queen of the witches?

2. How man apparitions are there?

3. What is the first apparition?

4. To what country has Macduff fled?

5. What happens to the members of Macduff’s household?

6. How do the witches reveal to Macbeth that Banquo’s descendant’s will be kings?

7. Give two other prophecies made by the witches in this act.

8. What is Lady Macduff’s reaction to her husband’s flight?

9. Why does Malcolm paint a black picture of his character to Macduff?

10. Whom does Macduff blame for the deaths of his family and servants?

11. At the end of Act Four, what does Malcolm propose?

12. In Scene 2, the dialogue between Lady Macduff and her son is an astonishingly revealing passage.  What kind of a son have Macduff and his wife reared?

Vocabulary for ACT V:

1. Perturbation

2. Murky

3. Valiant

4. Distemper

5. Fain

6. Antidote

7. Purgative

8. Abhor

9. brandish

ACT V::

1. In Scene 1, a Doctor and a Gentlewoman observe Lady Macbeth.  How has Lady Macbeth’s mental condition deteriorated?

2. Why does Lady Macbeth wash her hands repeatedly?

3. During Scene 2, Macbeth’s enemies discuss his mental condition. What is their appraisal of Macbeth’s sanity?

4. How have Macbeth’s subjects reacted to their new king’s actions?

5. In Scene 3, Macbeth laments his impending death, listing the things to which he might have looked forward.  What are they?

6. How does Malcolm  plan in Scene 4 fulfill the prophesy that the Birnam forest will “come against” Macbeth?

7. How would you characterize Macbeth’s state of mind in Scene 5?

8. In Scene 6, Macbeth’s enemies plan their battle strategy.  Who issues the commands for the battle plan?

9. What does Macbeth mean when he says, “I cannot fly,/ But bearlike I must fight the course.”

10. How are the first three apparitions’ prophesies fulfilled?

11. Compare the last three images of Macbeth in Scene 8 with those with which he is introduced in Act One.

12. Although Macbeth has committed horrible crimes, he projects a heroic quality.  Consider the following qualities, and explain how Shakespeare uses them to elevate the audience’s regard for Macbeth; courage, eloquence, understanding.

13. Macbeth brings down tragedy on himself and his family. What flaw in his personally do you think accounts for his fall?

